
 
 
 
Statement by the Media Alliance of Zimbabwe on the Continued Victimization of Staff 
from the Media Monitoring Project Zimbabwe 
 
The Media Alliance of Zimbabwe (MAZ) strongly condemns the arrest and continued detention 
of MMPZ advocacy officers Molly Chimhanda and Fadzai December as well as MMPZ member 
Gilbert Mabusa based in Gwanda. The three were arrested on December 5 2011. Barely a day 
after their arrest, police officers from the Law and Order department in Harare descended on 
the MMPZ offices armed with a search warrant looking for “material which comprises of 
compact disks containing Gukurahundi information”. After conducting the search they picked 
up MMPZ Coordinator Andrew Moyse for questioning.  
 
The trio arrested in Gwanda is being charged under section 25(1)(b) of the Public Order and 
Security Act (POSA) for allegedly “participating in a gathering without seeking authority from 
the regulating authority” and also for allegedly contravening section 37(1)(b) of the Criminal 
Law (Codification and Reform) Act, for “participating in a gathering with intent to promote public 
violence, breaches of the peace or bigotry.” Their arrest follows a meeting they facilitated on 
November 24, 2011 at which they distributed a DVD calling on the media to promote a peaceful 
electoral process. 
 
This victimization of MMPZ officers is a clear violation of their constitutionally guaranteed 
freedoms of assembly and expression. It is also an affront to Zimbabweans’ right to access 
information that would enable them to make informed decisions on matters affecting their lives. 
It further underlines the repressive nature of the country’s legislative framework, which 
continues to be used against citizens’ full enjoyment of their civil liberties enshrined in the 
country’s constitution as well as regional and international instruments Zimbabwe is a state 
party.   
 
The arrest of MMPZ officials should not be viewed in isolation but within an increasing 
crackdown on independent media organizations, which appears is aimed at insulating public 
officials from scrutiny and blocking unflattering information about their conduct from flowing into 
the public domain. For example, at least six cases of journalists harassment through the 
obnoxious Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Act have been recorded this year alone. All 
of them work for the private media and their arrests related to stories they wrote, which 
reflected badly on public officials.  
 
It is against this background that MAZ continues to call for a complete overhaul of the country’s 
legislative framework through the repeal or extensive amendment of offensive laws such as 
POSA, the Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act (AIPPA), Criminal law 
(Codification and Reform) Act, the Broadcasting Services Act (BSA), the Official Secrets Act 
and the Interception of Communications Act.  



These Acts are antithetical to the country’s democratic aspirations and should be replaced with 
democratic laws that in tandem with regional and international instruments on the promotion of 
human rights.     
 
MAZ partners are; the Media Monitoring Project Zimbabwe (MMPZ), Media Institute of 
Southern Africa (MISA) Zimbabwe Chapter, Zimbabwe Union of Journalists (ZUJ), Zimbabwe 
National Editors’ Forum (ZINEF), federation of African Media Women Zimbabwe (FAMWZ) and 
the Africa Community Publishing Development Trust (ACPDT). 
 
	  
 
 
 
	  
	  
	  	  


